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School Newsletter                   Spring Term 4 2021 

Dear Parents, 

It has been an interesting term to say the least, with lockdown and the move to remote           
learning certainly making things challenging but hopefully we have seen the last of it and can 
move forwards, getting ever closer to ‘normal’.  Not that our children necessarily remember 
what that is – some of them can’t remember not sitting in rows or not using sanitizer – but 
hopefully that just shows how resilient and accepting they all are.  Indeed, when speaking to 
Maureen Wilson, one of our governors, over zoom, the school council said how happy they 
were to be back seeing their friends and most felt their learning was not harmed during          
lockdowns.  They couldn’t actually remember the things they missed most.  Some of this is in 
contrast to feedback from other schools where heads have said that their children have had 
real difficulties readjusting and they have had to adapt their curriculum accordingly.  Thanks 
to the efforts of staff, parents and pupils themselves, we have been able to hit the ground  
running since we’ve returned.  We believe the best thing we can do is make things as normal as possible,      
learning everything we would have been learning, and doing everything we would have been doing, even if we 
have to make adjustments in order to stay safe and healthy.  Hopefully as time moves on and restrictions ease 
this will become easier for all.   

Stay safe and well, Paul Wilde, Headteacher 

Could you be a school governor? 

Successful schools need effective governing bodies.  There are about 370,000 
governor places in  England, making them the largest volunteer force in the 
country.   

There is a vacancy for a Parent Governor at South Darley CE Primary School 
and you may want to consider yourself for nomination. 

The role of a school governor is to contribute to the work of the Governing Body in raising standards 
of achievement for all pupils.  This involves ensuring clarity of vision, ethos and strategic direction, 
holding the Headteacher to account for the educational performance of the school and its pupils, and 
overseeing the financial performance of the school and making sure its money is well spent. 

The individual governor has a responsibility, working alongside other members of the Governing Body, 
to the staff and pupils of the school and the school’s wider community.  Governors must have an     
interest in our children’s future, be willing to contribute and make a difference, respect the need for 
confidentiality and be able to work as part of a team and finally,  must act with integrity, objectivity 
and honesty and in the best interests of the school. 

Whether you are working or retired, if you have experience of team working, financial or business man-
agement we would love to hear from you.  

An information pack including details of the Parent Governor Election will be sent to all parents of 
children in the school after the Easter holidays.  If you would like more information then please      
contact the Clerk to the Governors at amanning@southdarley.derbyshire.sch.uk 
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EASTER MESSAGE 

There is a great tension this Easter!! How do we celebrate, 
‘New Life’ and ‘New Beginnings’ These have been dark 

months and life after Covid will never be the same.         
Revd. James Martin SJ sums this reality up within these 

next few lines: 

“Some philosophies and religions state that suffering is 
more or less an illusion, Jesus says this from the cross: suffering is real. As a fully human     

person, Jesus suffered. On Good Friday, he was beaten, tortured, and then nailed to a cross, the 
most agonizing way the Roman authorities had devised for capital punishment. There, according 

to the Gospels, he hung for three hours. Victims of crucifixion died either from loss of blood or, 
more commonly, asphyxiation, as the weight of their bodies pulled on their wrists, compressed 

their lungs, and made breathing impossible. Jesus’s life, like any human life, included physical 

suffering, and an immense amount of it on Good Friday.” 

Often I look back at Lent and think well, I’ve not fasted much, nor prayed more nor even done as 

many good works as I could have. What I have done often is reflected on the real important fact 
that Jesus the Christ was fully human. Jesus went through everything Revd. Martin said above 

and so much more. Think of your own lives; what have you been through? Anxiety, depression, 
Covid, other serious illness? Jesus` life until Good Friday was very much like ours. It had joy, 

sorrow, pain, and fear – anger and love. After all, like us Jesus was a complex person.  

Now please don't let my next few words delete the previous words. Jesus Christ the fully human 
being really died in terror on that first Good Friday. Yet, on Easter Sunday all changed Now that 

Christ has Risen from the dead in the love of His Father. Jesus loved His humanity but now His 

death has brought us into the Heart of the Father. Jesus eventually took your pain and sorrow to 

the God who truly loves all of us.  

But to be fully Christian we need to live out in our lives Jesus' life, death, and resurrection. But, 
my prayer may be, ‘how can I rejoice fully in your Resurrection when I have avoided participating 

in your death?’ But as Henri Nouwen said, “Yes, Lord, I have to die—with you, through you, and in 

you—and thus become ready to recognize you when you appear to me in your Resurrection.” It 
mightn't be the usual Easter Message but there is so much in me that needs to die: false         

attachments, greed and anger, impatience, and stinginess, sometimes simply being miserable. Yet 
this is all part of the East Story, God sees in us a work in progress. Not Saints nor perfectly pious 

but people on a journey. For many of us this journey has been faced through the lockdown. It’s 
been an inner journey. But now my dear friends it looks as if we’ll be opening up once more. We all 

need to let the real message of Jesus` love for humanity touches our hearts. To be fully Christ in 
Eastertide we have to see each other as Jesus saw us. Yes, even enough to die to self and to live 

joyfully in serving other people.  

Pope Francis said the world is "oppressed by a pandemic severely testing our whole human    
family," Pope Francis continued “In the midst of that suffering,” “the message that Christ has 

risen is "the contagion of hope."  

Christians, None Christians, people of no faith or different faith this Easter my sincere prayer is 
what Pope Francis said - May hope and love, joy and peace, compassion, and respect spread 

through the world like a positive virus. And for those of you who have lost loved ones be very 
much assured this Easter you will be in our prayers at our Zoom Service on Easter Sunday at 11 

am (Email me if you’d like the link) rev.stephenmonk@btinternet.com  

This Easter – please be open to the promptings and love of the Risen Jesus Christ – for he’s taken 

knowledge of you and your story into the very heart of God – And God listens and He loves you. 

Alleluia!! 

With my love and prayers for all of you and for your loved ones. Yours. Revd. Stephen Monk 

Your copy of ‘Dates 
for the Diary’ will arrive 
during the first week of the 
new term.   

Please make sure you keep 
a copy to hand and                  
remember that it is updated 
at the end of every half term.    

A lot of our dates this year are provisional 
and may have to be rearranged or            
cancelled at short  notice due to the               
rapidly changing Covid-19 pandemic              
situation.  A new calendar will be          
issued at the end of each term. 

You can also find a copy on the school 
webpage by clicking on the latest news 
tab.   

 Our Value next term is: 

 perseverance.   

We will be finding out about: 

 The need to speak out for what is 
right, through the story of Jeremiah 

 The need to persevere, even when 
others might tell us to give up 

 The amazing achievements of Jane 
Tomlinson and why so many others were 
inspired by her 

 How God never gives up on us, 
through the story of the lost sheep 

Developing our own confidence to      
persevere with a difficult task 

mailto:rev.stephenmonk@btinternet.com
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Donations Sought 

The Diocese of Derby is supporting an initiative by Christian Aid to give both thanks and a                                  
donation once individuals have received their vaccine. 

Many communities around the world are at risk from Covid-19 and have no access to                                                              
vaccines. Because jobs and livelihoods have been lost, many of our global neighbours lack the                                            
basics they need to protect themselves – like clean water and soap to wash their hands. 

On launching the appeal in Derbyshire, Bishop Libby said ‘The vaccine brings with it hope for families and         
communities across the Diocese of Derby, the UK and around the world, and there will be many of us who will 
want to express our gratitude by helping others……Every donation, however large or small, will 
help make a difference and bring hope and love to people everywhere, in the spirit of                        
         thanksgiving and compassion that Jesus taught us’.  

         Donations will be used by Christian Aid to help vulnerable communities  
         around the world access soap, food and vital health information in the face 
         of the pandemic and supporting vaccination programmes. 

Please consider helping someone who doesn’t have access to our wonderful NHS by donating 
at Give thanks for your coronavirus vaccine - Christian Aid  

Covid-19 Test kits now available for our wider community Whole families 
and households with children of school age can now get 2 tests per person per week to allow 
them to test themselves twice every week at home.  Testing remains a vital part of the      
Government’s response to Covid-19 and it is important that each positive case is found   
quickly and easily and this means that everyone needs to play their part to keep the virus 
under control while keeping children at school.  Rapid lateral flow test will be given for free to 
all families of school aged children, including childcare and support bubbles. With about a 
third of individuals with Covid-19 showing no symptoms and potentially spreading it without 
knowing, regular testing will mean more positive cases are found and prevented from       

entering schools, helping to keep educational settings safe.  Rapid testing detects cases quickly meaning that people can isolate      
immediately and this can make the difference between children being able to stay in school or a class being sent home due to an      
outbreak. Kits can be collected from a local authority test site or ordered on line for home delivery.  You can find more information and 
details of your local collection point here: Households and bubbles of pupils, students and staff of schools, nurseries and colleges: get 
rapid lateral flow tests - GOV.UK (www.gov.uk) 

Businesses with 10 employees or more can now also order tests for their employees to collect from their workplace and use at home 
twice per week.  Businesses need to register by 11.59pm on 12th April 2021, even if they are currently closed or have staff on furlough.  
You can find more information here: Register to order free rapid lateral flow coronavirus tests for your employees - GOV.UK 
(www.gov.uk).                                   
                                       
Anyone with symptoms of COVID-19 should book a testonline or by calling 119 

Please help us reduce the spread of Covid-19 within our 

community.  If you, a member of your household, your       

support bubble or your child test positive for covid-19 over 

the Easter  period please let the school know so that we 

can instigate test and trace within our school community 

and make sure our school bubbles know they need to  

protect their loved ones by self-isolating.   All results will be 

kept confidential.  Please e-mail         

headteacher@southdarley.derbyshire.sch.uk if you need to 

            inform the school of a positive result.  Thankyou. 

Break time snacks  Fruit and vegetables are a good source of the nutrients that children need and form part of a 

healthy balanced diet. It's recommended that children – like adults – eat at least five portions of fruit and vegetables every day. But  
research shows that on average children in England eat only about three portions, with many eating fewer. 
Infant children are provided with a free piece of fruit or vegetable at morning break each day under the School Free Fruit Scheme. 
When children transfer into the Junior class, responsibility for providing break time snacks for pupils transfers to parents. We ask that 
you to send your child in with a piece of fruit to encourage them to continue eating healthily and to assist you in this, you can purchase 
fruit for your child directly from the school at a cost of only 75p per week.  To take this offer up please visit Parentpay and choose the 
Junior fruit scheme option before16th April 2021. Please do not send your child to school with nuts, chocolate, sweets or fizzy drinks. 

https://www.christianaid.org.uk/give/ways-donate/give-thanks-your-coronavirus-vaccine?_$ja=tsid:|cid:12405788830|agid:126702238308|tid:kwd-671357978064|crid:500405525882|nw:g|rnd:9630513800285242594|dvc:c|adp:|mt:b|loc:1006922&gclid=EAIaIQobChMIt4TUtsHL7wIVVe
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/rapid-lateral-flow-testing-for-households-and-bubbles-of-school-pupils-and-staff
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/rapid-lateral-flow-testing-for-households-and-bubbles-of-school-pupils-and-staff
https://www.gov.uk/get-workplace-coronavirus-tests
https://www.gov.uk/get-workplace-coronavirus-tests
https://www.gov.uk/get-coronavirus-test
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My name is Robin of Locksley and they call me Robin Hood, 
If you're looking for a musical, here's one that's REALLY good, 
You'll meet my band of merry men - adventurers in the wood, 
Ohhh ... Maid Marion's a delight, and Friar Tuck is a sight, 
Buy your tickets soon - I really think you should! 
 
Robin Hood is back in town, along with Maid Marian, the Sheriff of Nottingham, Friar Tuck 
and Richard the Lionheart. Will he succeed in his plight to free the nation from the tyranny of 
the wicked Sheriff? Will King Richard return from the Crusades in time?                                                            
And will Maid Marian get her man? 
 
A swashbuckling modern adaptation of the traditional Robin 
Hood story, Hoodwinked will have you 'booing', 'hissing' 

and 'cheering' with gusto. 

We look forward to presenting all of the children at South Darley CE    
Primary School performing ’Hoodwinked’ and hope that Covid-19 
rules have relaxed enough so that our wider family community can join us                 

in the audience.  Tickets will be on sale in June.  

6th & 7th   

July in the 

Village Hall 

Visit ClubSpark / All Stars / Course  or e-mail Stu Rudkin, Junior Coordinator at Darley Dale Cricket club at    

darleydalecc.sturudkin@gmail.com to book your place now. 

Growing international relationships with a Cherry Tree! 

South Darley CE Primary School was fortunate to have been awarded a Sakura Cherry Tree to celebrate the 
friendship between Japan and the UK.  

Cherry Trees for Schools was coordinated by                
The Japan Society as part of a large nationwide  
project which aimed to donate and plant more than 
4000 Cherry Trees in parks and public spaces in 
2020 to mark the Japan-UK Season of Culture          
between 2019 – 2020.   

The Japan-UK Season of Culture, with activity in 
both Japan and the UK, celebrates the friendship of 
the two countries, and will provide an opportunity for 
people in both countries to explore each other’s         
cultures and technologies between the Rugby World 
Cup 2019 and Tokyo 2020 Olympic and Paralympic 
Games.  The tree was an unfortunate victim of 
Covid-19 and only recently arrived at the school.  
Pupils helped plant the tree and will be responsible 
for nurturing and  caring for it in years to come  

https://ecb.clubspark.uk/AllStars/Course/da5cc56c-a041-4250-b0b3-7f3866770f61

